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Psalm 75 – Confidence in the Coming Judge 

I. GENRE:  Prophetic Exhortation Embedded in Praise 

A. The psalm opens like a hymn of praise (v.9), and there is a vow of praise near 
the end (v. 9). But most of the psalm contains direct speech from God (vv. 2-
3, 10) and the psalmist giving counsel to rebels (vv. 4-8). 

B. The longer central section seems to be the dominant feature. Because the 
poem also contains words directly from God’s mouth, the psalm might best 
be viewed as a prophetic exhortation. 

1. SETTING & USAGE 

A. AUTHOR: Asaph or One of His Descendants. 

1. Pss 73-83 (as well as Ps 50) are all ascribed to Asaph, who was appointed 
by David as a Tabernacle worship leader.  

2. As with Pss 73-74, it is possible that “Asaph” is short for an Asaphite. 

B. BACKGROUND: There is no clear set of events behind this psalm.  

1. Some wonder whether Sennacherib’s invasion from the north in 702 BC 
is implied by the lack of any reference to the north in the locations of v. 
6, but this cannot be affirmed with any certainty. 

2. The superscription “Al Tash-sheth” (“Do Not Destroy;” cf. Pss 57-59) may 
imply there was some pending calamity the people were bracing for. 

C. PLACEMENT 

1. Part of the 3rd book of the Pss (73-89), a collection of songs mostly by 
David’s musical appointees.  

2. While Pss 74 and 75 were written at different times, they were 
eventually placed each other with some intention. 



a. They give complementary perspective about God’s presence. In Ps 
74, He seems absent, but in Ps 75 He is clearly present (75:1). 

b. In )s 74 the wicked are overpowering, but in Ps 75 they are 
overpowered by God. 

c. In Ps 74, God is asked to come present his case, but in Ps 75 He acts 
as the Judge of all. 

d. Both pss use the same Hebrew word in different ways: “meeting 
places” (74:4) and “appointed time” (75:2). 

e. Ps 74:10 asks “How long?” while Ps 75:2 explains God will come “at 
the appointed time” 

III. STRUCTURE: Conversation about the Judge (1-3), Exhortation to the Rebels (4-
8), Declaration of Intentions (9-10) 

A. One of the more complicated features of Ps 75 us that the speaker changes 4 
times (v. 2, v. 4, v. 9, v. 10 [lit., “I will cut off the horns…”). 

1. The first two speakers are the worshippers (v. 1) and God (vv. 2-3) who 
both speak of God’s great interventions in history. 

2. The middle speaker (vv. 4-8) is the worship leader who exhorts rebels to 
humbly submit to God before it is too late. 

3. The final couple verses alternate between the psalmist’s promise to 
praise God (v. 9) and God’s promise to bring righteous judgment (v. 10). 

B. Some commentators believe God speaks all through vv. 2-8, but the phrase “I 
said” used in v. 4 is always used in the Pss of a human speaker. 

IV. NOTES 

A. AL TASH-SHETH (heading): This Heb phrase (“Do Not Destroy”) might belong 
to Ps 74 as a subscript (if Thirtle’s theory is correct). If indeed it is a true 
header for Ps 75, it might imply there was some crisis at the time. 

B. THE NEARNESS OF THE NAME (v. 1): God’s name is said to be near meaning 
that He himself is near. The mention of His name draws attention to His 
reputation and trustworthiness as the defender of His people. 

 

C. STRIKING IMAGES: There are 3 important images used in the poem. 

1. The pillars of the earth (v. 3). The world is metaphorically depicted as 
sitting on pillars which people fear might crumble as the world falls 
apart. But God knows how to keep things together. 

2. The horns of the wicked ones (vv. 4-5, 10). Great horned animals, such 
as oxen, rams, and mountain goats, are known to use their mighty heads 
in rutting and in battle. To raise the horn is a metaphor for asserting 
dominance. God will not only lower proud heads but amputate their 
proud horns. 

3. The cup of wrath (v. 8). Fermented wine foams, and wine was often 
mixed with spices to increase its effect. At the time of judgment, God 
will force the wicked to drink down a cup of wrath to the dregs, causing 
them to lose control and stagger into destruction. Prophets in both 
testaments use this imagery of God’s great wrath. Isa 51:17–23; Hab 
2:16; Rev. 14:10; 16:19. (Cf. the line in The Battle Hymn of the Republic, 
“He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored.”). 

D. STIFFNECKED PEOPLE (v. 5): The phrase “with insolent pride” (v. 5) is 
literally, “with stiff neck.” Just like some willful oxen, people can be stubborn 
and unwilling to submit to the yoke of God’s authority. 

E. MISDIRECTION (v. 6): Three directions (East, West, southern deserts) are 
mentioned as hopeless places for help. Help only comes from the Lord. Israel 
was surrounded by great powers which both assaulted and attracted her at 
times, but only the Lord is the final Judge of all and source of help. 

F. RELATED REASONS (vv. 6-8): The opening word of each of these verses is the 
same. In each case they could be rendered “indeed.” 

G. ONE AMONG MANY (v. 10): All throughout the psalm, the “wicked” are 
referred to in the plural, but the “righteous” in v. 10 is in the singular. It is 
possible that this hints at the one great righteous Man who will bring in the 
day of God’s victory. 

H. BORROWED LINES (vv. 4-5, 7, 10): The references to the proud being 
humbled, the humble being lifted up, and the Lord raising up a horn for His 
people is language found in Hannah’s Song (1 Sam 2:1-10) which prophesies 
the prophetic line. Mary’s Magnificat (Luke 1:46–55)also borrows this 
language to celebrate what God had done in the first coming of Jesus.  

 


